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         Next Event:  Holiday Party & Craft Fair    

                              December 16, 2015 

         COME join us for our FUN December Holiday Party!   

Shop at our mini craft fair!  Play fun games!  Win prizes!  

Bid on our on Silent Auction treasures!  

Come early at 5:00 PM to shop with our vendors!   

 

(Vendors: Set up at 4:30 PM. Bring own table coverings.  $10 per table 
for non-members and free for Na Kilohana members.   

REMEMBER to bring your 24 goodie items for our goodie bag exchange! 

 

MENU:  Teriyaki Beef-Steak Cut, Baked Chicken w/Mushroom Sauce, Steamed 
White Rice, Salad Bar, ChantilyCake, coffee/tea/fruit punch. 

Cost$29.00 Members / $33.00 Non-Members (Please pay through PayPal at 
our website: www.abwahawaii.org)   Validated Parking: $6.00                     
RSVP: By Sunday, 12/13/15 or call Yvonne Ako at (808) 284-8550 

Please note that cancellations received after 12/14/15 will be subject to a mem-
ber no-show fee of $ 29.00  and a non-member no-show fee of $ 33.00.   

Mahalo for your understanding. 

Members: Silent auction items due to Daun/Myrtle by 12/9/15. 

http://www.abwahawaii.org/
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         Hau’oli La Ho’omaika’i me Mele Kalikimaka  (Happy Thanksgiving & Merry Christmas!!) 
 
         Greetings to all of our ABWA NKOW members! 
 

November was a great month with fantastic speakers.  Mahalo to Major Jonnette Mulch from the Salva-
tion Army who gave us a brief history of the Salvation Army and the Angel Tree.  Her district of Salt Lake to 
Hawaii Kai is expecting 5000 requests this Christmas, so our volunteer participation on Saturday, 12/5/15 at 
Kahala Mall will be our small way of supporting all of their good works.  If you haven’t done so yet, please 
consider volunteering two hours of your time OR visit us and make an Angel Tree donation! 
 
Kudos to our own Sonyei Hijirida, who enlightened us on Time Management…or rather Attention Man-
agement.  Sonyei definitely gave us many valuable insights in managing our time wisely by evaluating our 
values and prioritizing accordingly.  Remember to take Action with Intention and Full Attention!  Very pow-
erful and totally actionable! 
 
The end of the 2015 calendar year is fast approaching and we are about a third of the way through our fis-
cal year.  I would like to thank all of our members who participated in our Membership Questionnaire re-
cently.  Your willingness to share your thoughts and insights will help your executive board to develop pro-
grams that are relevant and reflect your interests. 
 
To everyone who attended our first Member Education event at Shangri La, please encourage others to 
consider doing this tour.  It was a fabulous outing!  We learned so much about Doris Duke and were 
awestruck by the beauty of her estate.  The entrance is rather non-descript, but as soon as you walk in you 
are surrounded by stained glass windows and pierced art lighting.  Her living room floor to ceiling win-
dows were designed by Otis Elevator and are able to be completely  retract to allow full access into the 
garden with a magnificent ocean view!  Her dining room is resplendent with an impressive Baccarat chan-
delier and accompanying candelabras.  Her home has an amazing array of mosaic tiles, pottery, textiles & 
jewelry on display.  Pictures just don’t do it justice…you really need to see everything in person to appreci-
ate the level of craftsmanship and beauty. 
 
Finally, I am truly thankful for our members who commit their time and effort to make Na Kilohana such a 
wonderful organization.  This month I spent some time reflecting on a portion of our Proud Code of Con-
duct…”Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, vendors and sponsors with honesty, 
respect, fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness and in good faith.”  I have promoted ABWA as a safe 
haven for one and all to practice leadership & voice opinions in a secure environment.  In the spirit of hon-
ing our communication skills, I would like to invite each of you to embrace the concept of always speaking 
with respect and kindness.  Having been a member of several volunteer organizations, I appreciate mis-
sives given in a positive manner that are reciprocated with mutual respect.  As defined in our vision state-
ment; “Na Kilohana ‘O Wahine is a premiere group of uniquely talented & diverse individuals working to-
gether to support one another in personal and professional growth united in friendship”.  The idea is to 
work together and support one another while valuing varying points of view. I would like to urge everyone 
to remember these values as we welcome our newest members into our Na Kilohana ‘O Wahine ohana 
(family). 
 
Aloha Kakou 
Claire 

                             President’s Message 
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Member’s Ed Event at Shangri-Li 

Shangri La is an Islamic-style mansion built by heiress Doris Duke (1912 –1993).  
She amassed one of the nation’s largest private collections of Islamic  Art.  
Shangri-La is situated on a 4.9-oceanfront lot near Diamond Head.  It is now 
owned and operated by the Doris Duke Foundation for Islamic Art (DDFIA). 
Guided tours depart from the Honolulu Museum of Art, which operates the 
tours in co-operation with DDFIA.   Construction of Shangri La began in 1937, 
after Doris Duke's 1935 honeymoon which took her through Iran, Morocco, 
Turkey, Spain, Syria and Egypt.  For nearly 60 years afterwards, Miss Duke 

commissioned and collected artifacts 
for the house, forming a collection of 
about 2,500 objects.   After the tour 
with some breathtaking views of the 
grounds and inside the mansion,  the 
guide asked us what one item we 
each would wish to have from Shan-
gri-La?  We all smiled and were think-
ing about this, and the guide said, 
“the key!”  Back at the Honolulu Mu-
seum of Art, we had a lovely lunch at 
the Café along with Curtis , Derek, 
and a friend Inger.  Plus  it was great 
to see Yvonne’s sister Jenny, visiting from Washington.!  And Derek, Thank 
you for taking such nice photos!  

                                        

Member Survey  - Lynn Fujiwara-Chun 

Lynn is currently, an AVP / Compliance Officer II.  One of Lynn’s greatest achievements in her ca-
reer was obtaining a Certified Financial Services Audit or professional designation. 

The three most important skills Lynn has learned while working has been being considerate of 
other people's time, being professional with clients (even when you want to explode), and to 

share knowledge/experience with others who want to learn.  Lynn’s ability to overcome obstacles on her job 
has been by seeking advice/guidance from her management  mentors. 

The thing that Lynn likes most about her job is the comfort level and ability to talk with her manager about al-
most anything 

Her co-workers describe  Lynn as  knowledgeable, and a  good teacher/trainer.  The  skills that Lynn has learned 
that help and define her is  being flexible to deal with change. 

If she could have any job and work anywhere, it would  be to live in Italy, giving flute lessons to kids (if 
she could rebuild her own flute playing skills/talents from years gone by)! 

 Vision Statement 2015-2016   “Na Kilohana ‘O Wahine is a premiere group of uniquely talented & diverse indi-
viduals working together to support one another in personal and professional growth united in friendship.  
We aspire to empower women in our community to THRIVE through education, mentoring, skills & resource 
building.”  

We welcome our 3 new members Naomi Kwok  sponsored by Yvonne Ako, 

Anna Marie Tom sponsored by Linda Yamashiro, and Jennie Li sponsored by Mary Li 

We now have 26 Primary Members! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honolulu_Museum_of_Art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doris_Duke
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 December 1 - Giving Tuesday,  SBMEF 

 December 5-  Salvation Army Angel Tree @ Kahala Mall  

 December 9-  Deadline for Silent Auction items  to be given to Daun or 

Myrtle.  (Please contact Daun for for silent auction items.) 

 December 14-  Cancellations received after this date will be charged  a no-

show fee of $29.00 

 December 16-  Holiday Party at Japanese Cultural Center 

 December 19-  Newsletter Deadline 

                        2016 Calendar 

January 

  5 th -  tent. Exec Board Mtg 

 13th: - Monthly Meeting 

 19th -  Exec Board Mtg 

  23rd:  Newsletter Deadline 

  31st:  Impact contribution due & 
Nomination Top Ten 

February (Plan for Spring Enroll-

ment) 

 10th - Monthly Meeting 

 15-19? -  Fundraiser  (TBA) 

 16th -  Exec Board Mtg 

  20th  -  Newsletter Deadline 

March  (Women’s History 

Month) 

 9th -  Monthly Meeting 

 15th -  Exec Board Mtg 

 19th - Newsletter Deadline 

 28th - Biz Mentoring Monday  

 Nominating Committee and Nominations 

for WOY 

April  

 13th - Monthly Meeting 

April Cont: 

 14th - 16th - Regional Conf ,  Fort Worth  

 Community Service, Hanauma Bay (Time 

TBA) 

 Spring Enrollment Event  (Time TBA) 

 19th - Exec Board Mtg 

 23rd - Newsletter Deadline 

May  

 11th  - Monthly Meeting 

 15th- Top Ten apps due & Vote for New 

Officers 

 17th -  Exec Board Mtg 

 21st -  Newsletter Deadline 

 June 

 1st - Deadline for ORG, BSTR 

 8th -  Monthly Meeting 

 14th - Exec Board Mtg 

 18th -  Newsletter Deadline 

 July 

 13th -  Monthly Meeting 

 Perfect Attendance, Audit Committee Selection & 

Protégé Award? 

31st -  Newsletter Deadline & Best Practices Due  

Calling all Angels on Dec. 5th!!   

Kindly Sign up for the Angel Tree:  

2 Shifts:   10am to 12  or 12 to 2pm.   

Or be an Angel by getting a gift  
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ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct  

All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the American Business 

Women’s Association.  

Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to interfere 

with the representation of ABWA’s mission.  

Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, vendors and 

sponsors with honesty, respect, fairness, integrity, responsibility, 

kindness, and in good faith.  

Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National, Chapter 

and Express Network Bylaws.  

Members will not use their personal power to advance their personal 

interests.  

Members will strive for excSellence in their professions by maintaining 

and enhancing their own business knowledge and skills, and by en-

couraging the professional development of other members. 

 

A Chapter of the  
American Business Women’s Associ-
ation 

 

 

 

January 2016 we are launching our Professional Development Book Club. Please 

check with Sonyei for the title/author of the book.  Your feedback is needed to gauge 

the number of books to be ordered.  

 

Applications for “Impact Scholarship and Outright Grant will be opening 

shortly.  On-line applications will start by mid December 2015/January 2016.   

 
2015-2016 ABWA Annual Theme   

 
Grow You ….Grow Together!  Picture a pin-

wheel, it’s bright colors spinning in the breeze 

on a sunny spring day.  It’s a symbol of energy, 

power, renewal-just the type of inspiration the 

ABWA community provides for working women 

everywhere. 

Pinwheels make people feel energetic and inspired.  Let your communi-
ty be the wind for your pinwheel, the unseen energy hard at work in 
the lives of working women across the country.  As a community, we 
provide the energy and a feeling of renewal to women just starting out 
in their careers or rejoining the workforce, women striving for the next 
big promotion or even venturing toward opening their own business.  
By motivating our fellow members, our leagues, and our community, 
we empower each other to connect, learn and grow.  When you em-
power your community, it helps grow you and helps us all grow togeth-
er.  Then you provide the strength and energy the Association needs to 
continue changing women’s lives….one woman at a time. 

   2015-2016 Chapter Officers & 
Committee Chairs 

President: Claire Arakawa 

Vice-President: Brandon Toro 

Secretary: Myrtle Ching-Rappa  

Treasurer: Sonyei Hijirida 

Auditing: TBD 

Community Service:  Executive Board 

Fundraising/Advertising:  Daun Watanabe 

Professional Development: Marie Amarosa 

History:  Executive Board 

Hospitality:  Yvonne Ako 

Membership:  Haunani Yano-Medeiros, 

Newsletter:  Mary Li 

Nominating: TBD 

Scholarship:  LorMona Meredith 

Website/Facebook/Publicity:  Executive Board  

WOY/Top Ten: Marie Amarosa, Claire Arakawa  

Claire Arakawa, President 

Mary Li, Editor 
Na Kilohana ʻO Wahine 

PO Box 283137     
Honolulu, HI  96828 

PEmail: info@abwahawaii.org  


