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Here’s to another 65
years:
changing women’s lives,
one woman at a time...

Enhance Your Golden
Years with a Reverse
Mortgage

Wendy Oshiro is a former math
teacher who made the move to the
reverse mortgage industry in 2007
when she became a Reverse
Mortgage Loan Officer for
Bank of Hawaii. Wendy made
the transition from teaching teenagers to senior citizens after both
her parents lost their independence
due to health issues. Back then,
she refused to learn about reverse
mortgages and ended up selling
her parents' house thinking it was
the only way to pay for their care.
She later learned how a reverse
mortgage could have made her
parents' desire of staying at home
a reality.
Since 2007, Wendy has helped
hundreds of people through reverse mortgage education and loan
Na Kilohana `O Wahine

origination. Today, she is the
Branch Manager and Reverse
Mortgage Specialist at Open
Mortgage, LLC. She serves on
the Board of Directors for the
Mortgage Bankers Association of
Hawaii as their Education Chair
and also volunteers for various
non-profit organizations around
the community.
Wendy's presentation will cover
the features, benefits and costs of
the government-insured reverse
mortgage program. Reverse mortgages (a.k.a. "Home Equity
Conversion Mortgage" or
HECM) are for senior homeowners 62 years of age and older.
You will learn about the how the
program works and how seniors
are using HECMs to achieve their
retirement goals. This talk will
help you determine if a reverse
mortgage fits into your plans for
retirement. Learn from Wendy’s
experience and keep your home.

Reverse Mortgage Facts


Homeowner must be 62 or
older to qualify



Loan typically doesn’t have
to be repaid as long as the
surviving borrower lives in
the home



Allows borrower to use
home equity to supplement
income for retirement



Generally not taxable and
does not affect Social Security
and Medicare
The Mission of the American
Business Women’s Association is
to bring together businesswomen
of diverse occupations and to
provide opportunities for
them to help themselves and
others grow personally and
professionally through leadership, education, networking
support, and national recognition.

Visit us online at www.abwahawaii.org
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President’s Message

Aloha NKOW members!
Thank you Brandon, LorMona,
Patti and Myrtle for making our
Christmas party a success! We all
had a great time playing games,
decorating the best "ugly Christmas t-shirt" contest and the gift
gifting, and shopping with our
awesome vendors. Great memories indeed.

new year was held at Maple Gardens and the delicious Chinese
food was a success. What a
great talk with Tanna Dang in
January she is the epitome of
what ABWA-NKOW is all
about! She portrayed the energy,
motivation, and entrepreneurial
spirit that we all could relate to.
This month, we will have Wendy

Oshiro of Open Mortgage LLC,
she will be educating us on Reverse Mortgages as a tool for
our aging family members
and/or for yourself in caregiving, financial, and retirement
planning purposes.
According to Chinese Astrology,
this is the year of sheep, it represents solidarity, harmony and
calmness. So, I hope all your new
year intentions are off to a good
start. I "heart" every single one
you!
Sincerely,

Marie Amarosa

Our 1st Chapter meeting of the

Marie Amarosa

Chinese New Year
The lunar New Year Day is
February 19th. The zodiac sign for
this year is the Goat, or the Ram,
depending on which system you
follow. There are many customs and activities associated
with the New Year. Here is an
article that explains many of
these from
www.travelchinaguide.com/
essential/holidats/new-year/
customs.htm.
The Chinese New Year, or
Spring Festival as it is sometimes called, is a 15-day festival in traditional custom. It can
be generally divided into three
periods, the days preceding the
festival, the festival days and
the days after the Spring Festival
Na Kilohana `O Wahine

Day. There are different customs related to each period:
Preceding Days
Cleaning and Purchasing
Cleaning before the New Year
is a tradition in Chinese culture. The grounds, the walls,
and every corner of the house
need to be cleaned. In Chinese,
“Dust” is a homophone for the
word “old” (Chen), thus cleaning means to drive the bad luck
or the old things away from the
house to get ready for a new
start.

new things. Purchasing new
items symbolizes welcoming
new things and getting ready
for a new start.

After cleaning people will go
shopping and buy new clothes
for the festival. Chinese people
believe that since this is a year
anew they should buy a lot of

Pasting the “Fu”

Couplets
Chinese couplets are typically
pasted on doorways as a part
of the festival's celebration.
The custom of pasting couplets
can be traced back over one thousand years to the Later Shu State
(934 - 965). The modern form of
couplets appeared replacing peach
wood with the red paper.

The Chinese character “Fu”, meaning good fortune or happiness, is
used to express people’s good
Con’t on Page 3—New Year)
2.
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wishes and yearning for the future,
so people usually paste it gates or
some furniture in the house during
the Chinese New Year. Pasting the

“Fu” upside down, meaning the
arrival of happiness or good fortune, is a widely accepted and
popular custom among Chinese
people. Other auspicious characters and patterns are added to
express good wishes.
In the ancient time, this character
and the couplets were written by
hand, but now, people can buy
printed ones in shopping malls or
supermarkets. Some shops even
present these printed works to
customers who buy something in
their shops.
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Chinese Knots
Chinese knots are prepared to
decorate houses during the festival. They were first used to string
jade pendants on clothes as
decorations and these knots were
widely used in different places
such as flute, Xiao (a vertical bamboo flute), curtain and so on as
decorations. Now these knots are
used as gifts containing the blessing for other people or decorations.
Festival’s Eve & Day
Having reunion dinners, eating
dumplings, staying up all night,
setting off firecrackers and other
activities are the most popular
customs of the Spring Festival.
Besides, visiting relatives, gifts are
also exchanged during the first
days of the festival.

bles the Chinese Yuanbao (a kind
of money used in ancient times),

dumplings are eaten to bring
wealth in the coming year. People
wrap coins, candy, peanuts, or
chestnuts in some of the dumplings to express different blessing
for example a coin for wealth,
candy for sweet life, peanuts for
health and longevity, and chestnuts for vigor. It is also a custom
in many parts of China to eat
dumplings on Jan. 1st and Jan.
15th of lunar calendar.

Staying Up
The custom of staying up all night
Eating Dumplings
dates back to the Northern and
The most important food during
Southern Dynasties (420-289). In
Chinese New Year is the dumpling ancient times, after the reunion
(jiaozi). Made with flour and then dinner, families members chatted
stuffed with different fillings,
around the stove while waiting for
dumplings are usually eaten on the the arrival of the new year.
Eve. Because their shape resem-

ABWA Garage Sale
February 21st
Myrtle’s House—374 Kaumakani St.
Help needed:
Friday, February 20th after 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Drop of sale items anytime that week
Na Kilohana `O Wahine
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Best Practices Level III

In Progress: 5
It takes every member doing their
part to be a Best Practices chapter. Many of these items are completed by the Executive Board.
Let’s support their effort by doing
our part to make Na Kilohana ‘O
Wahine, the best it can be.
Study this list and think about
which items you can contribute to.
Make the commitment to help Na
Kilohana ‘O Wahine win Best
Practice again. Bring in a new
member


Attend the regional conference

SCOREBOARD
CourseMember Interest Survey



Upload Current Newsletter 5/5



Sponsor 4 members to regional/national meetings 2/4



Adopt Standing Rules

Items To Be Done:



Notice in Newsletter that
Standing Rules were adopted
(President’s Message—Sept.
issue)



Chapter Woman/Man of the
Year Elect



Top Ten Nominee Elect



Officers & Chairs dues current
through July 31, 2015



Awards Binder Complete and
Send by July 31, 2015 to
ABWA National



Awardee Acceptance at
2015 National Conference in
Albuquerque, NM

Suggest and/or help with
Member Education events



SPOT Analysis



Help prepare someone for
WOTY or National Top Ten



Maintain compliance with
ABWA brand guidelines



Website with National Requirements



Facebook Page with National
Requirements



New Member 2014-15



IRS 990N file



Upload Business Plan,
Budget, SPOT



Copy of Tax Return in Binder



Liability Insurance Paid



Execs Complete 2014-15
Striving for Best Practices
Course



Execs Complete Creating
Your ABWA Experience

Na Kilohana `O Wahine

Professional Development Programs (45 mins)
5/9

Create 2014-15 Annual Business Plan folder in WIN
Library



Officers Elected





Create 2014-15 Newsletter
folder in WIN library



Newsletters with National
requirements
3/4

Budget on WIN



Slate of Officers & Chairs
Submitted





Participate in the SPOT
analysis (Sept. meeting)



24/30

Business Plan on WIN

Upload Adopted Standing
Rules

Items Completed:

Primary Members









Vision Statement on WIN

Create 2014-15 Standing
Rules folder in WIN library

Complete the member survey
(even if we have completed
this item)

Time Left: 5mos.







To Be Done: 5

Let’s all do our part. Get Involved
and be an ACTIVE member!!

Items in Progress:
4.
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Next Monthly Meeting: February 11th
Maple Garden
909 Isenberg Street
Free parking at First Hawaiian
Bank. Report stall # to
manager.
king
Networ
.
m
.
5:30 p
00
ts at 6:
r
a
t
s
r
Dinne

Menu: Gourmet Chinese buffet,

Speaker: Wend
y Oshiro
Enhance Your G
olden
Years with a Re
verse
Mortgage
SPOT: Cordie
Fukuhara

starts with hot and sour soup and
ends with almond tofu and jello for
dessert. Shrimp, fish, beef, chicken
and vegetables round out the menu.

Cost:
$25.00—Members
$29.00—Non-Members

RSVP: Sunday, February 8th,

Raffles: N-Z

through Evite or call Patti 593-1803
Please note that any cancelations
received after 2/8 will be subject to
no-show fee of $29

Vision Statement 2014-2015:

2014-2015 ABWA Annual Theme

“Na Kilohana O Wahine
believes in increasing the
value of women by
encouraging professional
development through
leadership, networking,
collaboration, and motivating each other in our daily
lives.”

65th Anniversary of ABWA! For 65 years, ABWA has strived to bring together businesswomen of diverse occupations and to provide opportunities for
them to help themselves and others grow personally and professionally
through leadership, education, networking support, and national recognition.
Here’s to another 65 years: changing women’s lives one woman at a time!
Become an inspiration leader in your Association and you could: provide a fellow
member with the motivation to get involved with a local league; improve your own
business skills, like public speaking, and expand both your business and personal
networks; discover new opportunities within the Association, both at the local and
national levels; assist your local league in recruiting and retaining new members. With
committed members like you creating this ripple effect, our Association will continue
changing women’s lives one woman at a time.

2014-2015 Chapter Officers & Committee Chairs

Na Kilohana `O Wahine

President: Marie Amarosa
Vice-President: Brandon Toro
Secretary: T. Haunani YanoMedeiros

History: Executive Board
Membership: Diana Gatdula and
Lesley Uemura
Newsletter: Myrtle Ching-Rappa and
LorMona Meredith

Treasurer: Patti Ann Hokama
Auditing: TBD
Community Service: Mary Li
Fundraising/Advertising: Executive
Board
Professional Development: Yvonne
Ako and Cordie Fukuhara

Nominating: TBD
Scholarship: Claire Arakawa
Website/Facebook/Publicity:
Executive Board
WOY/Top Ten: T. Haunani YanoMedeiros & Patti Ann Hokama

5.
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ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct

Message from Executive Board:

All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the
American Business Women’s Association.
Members will not allow their personal beliefs and
convictions to interfere with the representation of
ABWA’s mission.
Members will always treat their member colleagues,
guests, vendors and sponsors with honesty,
respect, fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness,
and in good faith.
Members will maintain compliance with ABWA
National, Chapter and Express Network Bylaws.
Members will not use their personal power to advance
their personal interests.
Members will strive for excellence in their professions
by maintaining and enhancing their own business
knowledge and skills, and by encouraging the
professional development of other members.

Future Events
February 21st—Garage Sale
February 21st—Newsletter Deadline

Bring a guest and have the opportunity to WIN your WIN reimbursement in the drawing.
Bring your Mini-Garage Sale/Craft items for us to purchase and help
you make some extra $!
Share your raffle lucky number/silent auction items for us to grow!
Interested in starting the Members’ Library agan, let us know.

Marie Amarosa, President
Myrtle Ching-Rappa, LorMona
Meredith, Co-Editors
Na Kilohana ʻO Wahine
374 Kaumakani Street
Honolulu, HI 96825
Phone: 808-227-2400
Email: info@abwahawaii.org
Facebook: ABWA- Na Kilohana
O Wahine Chapter - Hawaii

A Chapter of the
American Business
Women’s Association

Mentorship Program Proposal
The executive is considering implementing a mentorship program.
Mentoring is a time-tested strategy to help “young” people achieve
their potential. “Young” here is anyone who has not yet reached
their potential and are open to assistance from someone more experienced.

March 11th—Monthly Meeting: Myrtle
Ching-Rappa to present Team Building Effective mentoring can take many forms: one-on-one; one-onworkshop; Woman of the Year, Top
group; in person; email; and/or phone calls. It can take as much or
Ten Business Women Nominations
as little time commitment as desired—an email a week, a cup of
coffee once a month, or more intensive. The key is to match the
March 21st—Newsletter Deadline
mentee with the right mentor.
April 8th—Monthly Meeting; vote for
This program could involve mentoring in ABWA functions; proWoman of the Year and Top Ten Busi- fessional development; or personal development. The key again, is
ness Women Nominations
to match the right mentor with the right mentee.
April 18th (tentative) - Hanauma Bay
Clean-up and picnic; Spring Membership Enrollment, bring friends, family,
colleagues
April 18th—Newsletter Deadline

Na Kilohana `O Wahine

To begin the process of
planning, a survey will be
sent to you soon to determine your interest, either
as a mentor or a mentee.
Please complete the survey
and provide your input to
assist the executive board
6.

