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Na Kilohana O Wahine         Chapter No 6289—Honolulu, HI 

November 5th Fundraiser, Tickets can 
be purchased at Eventbrite at the event. 

abwahawaiifundraiser.eventbrite.com  

 

 

November Speaker 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Jinnah Nakatani, Senior Residential Loan Officer 

I have been in the financial services industry for 29 years.  Of which, 

the last 13 years were in the mortgage industry.  During the past 29 

years, mortgage rates have significantly dropped which allowed a lot of 

First Time Home Buyers to enter the home purchase arena and a lot of 

repeat buyers to continue buying.  I remember back in the late 80's 

when i became a First Time Home Buyer my mortgage rate was in the 

double digits.  I had limited credit experience and I was very nervous at 

the loan signing since it was the biggest loan I had obtained at that 

point in my Life.  I remember those feelings of anxiety.  Because of that 

experience, it gives me a lot of satisfaction to help others get educated 

with the home financing aspect.  Even if they may not be ready to take 

the home buying leap yet, it is a good idea to get a FREE financial 

check-up.  Strategies can be discussed on how best to move for-

ward.  A common question often asked is which is better?  Buy now 

with less down payment or buy later with a higher down payment. My 

take is that if you can qualify for something that meets your living situa-

tion now, it may be best to take the plunge and move forward since 

waiting to save more may end up to be like chasing a rainbow due to 

price escalations often outpacing wage increases.  Call your loan of-

ficer and start that discussion.  Get pre-qualified then call your realtor 

to start shopping.  Happy House Hunting! 
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 November 5th Fundraiser  

 @ Dot’s in Wahiawa 
 LS 34—Rock & Roll Band  

 Dinner and Dessert 

 Raffle prizes for lucky numbers! 

  Tickets still available @  

     abwahawaiifundraiser.eventbrite.com  

A League of the 
American Business Women’s As-

sociation 

http://abwahawaiifundraiser.eventbrite.com
http://abwahawaiifundraiser.eventbrite.com
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    Message from the President 

  

 
 

              
                             

                    
              
              

              

Dear Members, 

I’m so sorry to have missed the last and the upcoming 

meeting.  I will make every attempt to attend all of the 

remaining meetings.  Just a reminder to those who 

have volunteered to take a role in the November 

meeting:  Brandon-ice breaker; Daun – vocational 

speaker and favors; Sonyei – Time Keeper.  We didn’t 

have a volunteer photographer.  Please feel free to 

take pictures and send them to Mary for the news-

letter.  This is the last meeting for the fall enrollment 

season.  Please consider bringing a friend or two to 

the meeting.   

 

I want to shift focus here to encourage all of you to vote 

on November 8th.  Never before has there been a more 

important election for women.  Not only do we have the 

first woman candidate for President but the recent news 

shows that women’s rights are in the center of the issues 

this year.  No matter how you feel about the candidates, 

it’s important that you vote.  The women’s suffrage 

movement happened simultaneously in the United King-

dom and the United States and American women won 

the right to vote a couple of years sooner than the 

British.  However, Margaret Thatcher became the first 

female head of her government in 1979, the U.S. has yet 

to elect a female president.  There have been over 80 

females elected or appointed heads of government in the 

world since 1940.  There is truly a lot at stake this year.  

Go out and vote! 

Aloha, 

Myrtle Ching-Rappa 

 

2016-2017 

Executive Board                            

President: Myrtle Ching-Rappa 

Co-Vice President:  Yvonne Ako                

 & Naomi Kwok 

Co-Secretaries:  Mary Li  

& Daun Watanabe 

Treasurer:  Anna Marie Tom  

Committee Chairs 

Editor:  Mary Li 

Fund Raiser:  Lorraine Taki &  Brandon Toro 

Hospitality:  Donna Miyashiro 

 

 

ABWA’s National Announcement  

Congratulations to Claire Arakawa! 

 
Congratulations to Claire Arakawa, the 2015-2016 Executive 
Board and members of the NKOW Chapter of the American 
Business Women's Association for fulfilling the requirements 
for Striving for Practices in League Management, an approach 
that is  built upon a set of business concepts (annual planning, 
goal setting and budgeting), And core values (visionary lead-
ership to lifelong learning) that are recognized and valued in 
most businesses today. Thank you for caring enough to create 
a community that propels members forward in achieving 
their best selves.  You represent the best of  ABWA's ideals.                                    
Sep 18, 2016  by Rene' Street  

 

 Installation of new Treasurer                             

           Anna Marie Tom 
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Pane Amore e Fantasia 

“Bread, Love and Dreams” 

I wasn’t sure what I would find in Italy, but I wanted to be pre-
pared. I spent the summer reading Brunelleschi’s Dome, watch-
ing the Teaching Company’s Michelagelo, taking Italian classes, 
pouring over countless blogs, maps and books; I craved every-
thing Italian.  Spending two weeks in Florence on our own meant 
that I would need to do my research. My mind was already there. 

By the time my body arrived in Florence, my two girlfriends 
whom I shared a flat with near the Church of Santa Croce were 
already there for two weeks. Armed with personal recommenda-
tions from a trusted world traveler, I consulted the list, “if a Sun-
day, try Camillo…”  It was at Camillo that I tasted bottarga, 
miniscule pink dried fish eggs sprinkled over pasta, fresh porcini 
mushrooms sautéed with olive oil and a deceivingly simple rocket 
(arugula) salad with pine nuts and shaved Parmesan. A bottle of 
brunello and we were in foodie heaven.  I’m still dreaming of the 
steak bistecca alla fiorentina with beef chianina; Wolfgang, you 
are no longer my favorite. And then there is gelato. After con-
sulting the list again and visiting a half dozen shops around the 
city, we declared the one around the corner to be our absolute 
favorite. Since they charge by weight, I would order a tiny scoop, 
just so I could feel less guilty having a scoop of chocolate hazel-
nut every day. Amazingly, if you visit any store or café for a sec-
ond time, you are welcomed like family because “We know you 
now.” 

I have come to understand why women enjoy Italy.  The men are 
engaging, playful and adoring of all women – it feeds a woman’s 
ego.  After all, this is the city of the Birth of Venus.  I went looking 
for love in Italy. Not the fairy tale Under the Tuscan Sun kind of 
love or the self-indulgent Eat, Pray, Love but a love of life, a love 
for life. It’s what makes Italian men and women so attractive – 
they have passion. I thought my Italy adventure would be filled 
with art, history and gelato – and it didn’t disappoint. To gaze 
upon the frescoes in the Brancacci Chapel and know that Michel-
angelo stood here in admiration, to weep at the sight of Uffizzi 
paintings damaged by the 1992 car bombing, you feel the effect 
of art to connect us through space and time.  

 

But to focus on the paintings or architecture was to miss the most 
enchanting part of Italy – its people.  Spent a day with a world-
renowned photographer taking terrible photos in Certaldo and 
the surrounding Tuscan hills. “You don’t learn to improve unless 
you take bad photos.”  He would declare my pictures “dirty,” not 
x-rated, but containing inclusions that “destroyed!” the composi-
tion, “You need new eyes.” I learned new ways to look at light, a 
new way to frame a scene and contrary to what I believed, he 
taught me that everyone is photogenic.  He shared some camera 
tricks, but mostly it is about believing that beauty exists, that it 
needs coaxing, that you need to make a connection with it. It was 
a new way to see the world because his advice applied equally to 
photography and life in general. I apologized for being such a nov-
ice and for bringing the most basic of camera equipment. He 
waved his hand and nodded, “All that does not matter, the only 
thing that matters is your passion for photos.”   

In Italy, passion is like parsley, it’s everywhere. The first time I 
saw a young beautiful couple, liplocked, wound up tightly around 
each other; my eyes darted away, but after the 3rd time it just 
registered as part of the Italian landscape. Why are these lovers 
always young and gorgeous?  Us mere mortals, we are lovers too, 
no? The older generation it seems, engage in passionate conver-
sations, mostly witnessed curbside outside restaurants. I watched 
two men shouting with their hands and wondered what could 
they possibly be arguing about and how could they quickly walk 
away with their friendship in tact. Our Bologna cooking teacher, 
Carmelita, told us that a disagreement between friends almost 
always ends with “Sono fatta cosi” it translates to “That’s just the 
way I’m made,” after all who could argue with that? 

There were countless other passionate souls that crossed our 
paths, Dante del Vecchio, the founder and visionary behind Vis-
conti pens, petite Viola, our wine guide at Ornellaia, so young to 
have such vast knowledge until you learn winemaking has been in 
her family for generations and Allesandro Dari, a master jeweler 
who creates stunning wearable sculptures. I went to Italy seeking 
inspiration not knowing what I would find, but like passion and 
parsley, it is everywhere, I just needed to see with new eyes. 

    

Shopping in Bologona  The Piazza  Michelangelo just before dusk  
Lorraine at the Top of the Duomo, 

after climbing 463 steps! 
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November Speaker: 
 

Jinnah Nakatani 
Senior Residential Loan Officer  

 
Topic: Investment portfolios &  

First Time Home Buyer 

Learn strategies on moving forward for your first or 

dream home 

Raffles:  M—Z 

 

 

Meet at: 

American Financial Services Center 

Address:  1215 Hunakai St. 

 

Dinner Cost:  $15.00 

Non Members  $20.00 

 

5:30pm—Networking 

Dinner starts at 6:00pm 

Free Parking 

 

RSVP:  By Sunday, November 6, 2016 

Via Evite 

Please note that any cancellations received after 11-6-2016 will be sub-

ject to a no-show fee of $15.  

 $20 for non-members 

           Calendar 2016-2017 

Next Meeting:  November 9th, 

November    

 5th Dot's Fundraiser, 6-10 pm (Tickets available now) 

 9th: Monthly Meeting—Investment Portfolio & First Time 
Home Buyer                                                                                   
Vocational Speaker: Daun Watanabe 

 16th Executive Board Meeting 

December 

 10th -Salvation Army Angel Tree /Community Service  @ 

          Kahala Mall 2 shifts: 9-11, 11-1                 

 21st—Christmas Party, bring 24 items for Gift Exchange 

January  

 11th Monthly Meeting—Patti Hokama, Feng Shui                  
Vocational Speaker:  Brandon Toro 

 17th Executive Board Meeting 

February  

 8th Monthly Meeting– Vocational Speaker, Anna Marie 

 14th Executive Board Meeting 

March  

 8th Monthly Meeting 

 14th Executive Board Meeting 

April 

 12th  Monthly Meeting,  Vocational Speaker:  Yvonne 

 18th Executive Board Meeting 

May  

 10th Monthly Meeting 

 16th Executive Board Meeting 

June  

 14th Monthly Meeting,  Vocational Speaker: Roeana Alexander 

 20th Executive  Board Meeting 

July 

 12th Monthly Meeting 

 19th Executive Board Meeting 

 Honolulu—November Events 
November 8th:   Vote! 

Native Hawaiian Arts & Culture Expo: Bringing together traditional cultural practitioners and local contemporary artisans to share 
and celebrate authentic Hawaiian culture and moolelo (history).  11/14–11/15, free, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Na Lama Kukui, 560 N. Nimitz 

Hwy., St. 200, Honolulu, islandconnection.com. 

Create a Culture that Engages and Retains Millennials:  Join Joe Cardiello, Master Trainer at Dale Carnegie Hawaii, as he uncovers 
employee engagement drivers that are unique to millennials .  At the Dale Carnegie Training Center at dole Cannery Suite 201B.  Thurs-

day, Nov 17, 7:45—9:30am 

http://islandconnection.com
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    ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct     

1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the American Business Women’s Association.  

2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to interfere with the representation of ABWA’s 
mission.  

3. Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect, fair-
ness, integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in good faith.  

4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National, Chapter and Express Network Bylaws.  

5. Members will not use their personal power to advance their personal interests.  

6. Members will strive for excellence in their professions by maintaining and enhancing their own business 
knowledge and skills, and by encouraging the professional development of other members. 

 

American Business Women’s Association 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the American Business Women’s Association is to bring together business 

women of diverse occupations and to provide opportunities for them to help themselves and 

others grow personally and professionally through leadership, education, networking support 

and national recognition.  

 

Vision Statement  

Na Kilohana ‘O Wahine is on a mission to transform our members, and our organization from ordinary to greatness; and to 

achieve our namesake, “the superior of women.”  As we embark on this journey, we will apply the principles of the ABWA 

mission:  To provide our members with the opportunity to grow individually and professionally through leadership, educa-

tion, networking, and recognition. 

 
Na Kilohana O Wahine 

 
Myrtle Ching-Rappa, 

President 
 

Mary Li, Editor 
PO Box 283137 

Honolulu, HI  96828 
 

Phone: 808-227-2400 
Email: in-

fo@abwahawaii.org 
 

 

Visit us online at-
wwwabwahawaii.org

. 

Chapter Committee Reports 

Membership  

If you haven’t already done so, please visit the Community Connections at 

www.abwa.org.  We encourage  you to complete your profile and upload 

your photo to build networking opportunities.  

Newsletter 

Our monthly newsletter welcomes member articles, topics about your ca-

reer experience, travels or activities in the community.  Articles appreciated 

by the 25th of each month. 

Fundraising 

Our next event is November 5th @ Dot’s in Wahiawa, wear your dancing 

shoes and enjoy a fun evening of good food and music, plus raffles.  


